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Executive Summary  ð Year 4 2014 -2015 

In its role as National Implementation Body for the Blue Star Programme, European Movement Ireland is 
pleased to have the opportunity to submit this report reviewing the fourth year of the programme.  This 
report has a number of different goals and objectives, namely: 
 
Á To provide a full review of the fourth year of the Blue Star Programme to the Department of the 

Taoiseach and other stakeholders 
 

Á To outline the learning objectives and journey paths of the different schools and pupils involved 

Á To analyse the achievements and outcomes of the fourth year of the programme 

Á To document media coverage of the programme 

Á To offer observations and recommendations for the programme going forward 

The programme benefitted greatly from strong working relationships at all levels with the Department of 
the Taoiseach, the office of the Minister of State for European Affairs and Data Protection, the European 
Commission Representation in Ireland, the European Parliament Information Office in Ireland and the 
Department of Education and Skills. 
 
The idea of the Blue Star Programme is simple: to foster better understanding and knowledge of the 
European Union and how it affects our lives amongst Irish primary school pupils. This is achieved through 
a series of classroom-based projects, activities and tasks centred around a number of different themes 
and concepts, culminating in specific events to mark Europe Day on and around 9 May each year.   
 
Over the course of the 2014-2015 school year, the Blue Star Programme introduced participants (pupils, 
teachers, parents and the wider community) to the EU, what it means and how it works, including an 
overview of its different IƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴo exaggeration to say that, year on year, the programme 
succeeds in fostering a strong sense of citizenship and knowledge of Europe among its participants - be it a 
small, rural 20 pupil school in Westmeath or a 600 pupil school in Wicklow - and that this sense of 
ΨōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΩ and knowledge extends far beyond the school walls into the wider local communities. 
 
The 2014-2015 Blue Star Programme saw 175 schools register to participate in the programme over the 
course of the registration period.  At the time of submitting this report to the Department, 108 schools 
have successfully completed the programme, and each has been awarded two Blue Star certificates and 
an EU flag, following approval from the programme Steering Committee.  We expect a number of 
additional reports to be submitted in September 2015.  Based on average pupil numbers across the 
different participating schools, we estimate that approx. 15,000 pupils from across Ireland participated in 
the programme in Year 4.  European Movement Ireland is delighted to have been the organisation 
managing the fourth year of this programme and is proud to have witnessed the programme continue to 
go from strength to strength. EM welcomes the opportunity to continue driving and developing the 
potential of the programme even further into the future.  
     

 
 
 

___________________________ 
Noelle O Connell 
Executive Director  
August 2015 
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Background to Programme   

Initial Concept  

At the heart of the Blue Star Programme is the goal of informing young Irish people about Europe, and 
IrŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ.  The idea of the programme is to foster better understanding and 
knowledge of the European Union amongst Irish primary school pupils through classroom projects and 
activities.  The programme aims to help lessen the information and communications deficit that exists in 
European affairs amongst this key demographic in Ireland.   
 
The Blue Star Programme asks schools, teachers and pupils to focus on four key areas of EU knowledge: 

1. Historical 
2. Geographical 
3. Cultural and Creative 
4. Institutional 

 
In addition, schools are required to stage an event or series of events to celebrate Europe Day on 9 May.   
There is usually also a civic society element that acts as an overarching theme for the work of the pupils.    
In 2012-2013 this was the Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU, in 2013-2014 it was the European 
Parliament elections and this year, 2014-2015, it was the European Year of Development.   

Timeline  

The level of interest and success the programme has enjoyed in previous years, combined with the 
positive feedback received from pupils, teachers and the programme partners, led to a national 
continuation of the programme in autumn 2014.  EM Ireland was delighted to once again act as the Blue 
Star National Implementation Body for the 2014-2015 academic year following public tender. 
 
Work began in September 2014, when the Steering Committee was reconvened, composed of the new 
Minister of State for European Affairs and Data Protection, Dara Murphy TD, and officials from the 
Department of the Taoiseach, the European Commission Representation in Ireland, the European 
Parliament Information Office in Dublin and the Department of Education and Skills.  The Committee 
agreed and signed off on targets, the implementation process and marketing plan.  September 2014 saw 
EM Ireland reach out to every primary school in the Republic of Ireland (approx. 3,500 schools), inviting 
them to register and participate in the programme.  We also sent bespoke invitations to all schools that 
had participated in Year 1, 2 or 3 of the programme, inviting them to take part again. 
 
In order to continue to grow the number of registered schools, all MEPs and Oireachtas members were 
asked to nominate schools in their constituencies to participate and these schools were then targeted 
with bespoke invitations.  
 
In addition to this, primary school resource websites, such as www.scoilnet.ie and www.seomraranga.com 
were leveraged to increase the pǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΦ  As in Year 3, this significantly increased awareness 
and promoted the programme among the specific target market.  

http://www.scoilnet.ie/
http://www.seomraranga.com/
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A concerted public relations campaign was again put in place at national, regional and local level, around 
the launch of the fourth year of the programme, using targeted press releases and various social media 
promotions to increase awareness. 
 
For the first time, In Touch, the tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ, covered the Blue Star Programme in a half 
page spread and many teachers contacted the office as a result of this. 
 
EM Ireland divided the work programme for Year 4 into a number of different phases and grouped the 
work activities in this regard in order to maximise and plan around the school year calendar.  The below 
draft timetable was based on our experience over previous years of successfully running the programme. 

Draft Timetable of Activities and Deadlines  

 

Phase 1  Action 

 
September and 
October 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Work with the Department of Education and Skills to communicate with 

all primary schools in the state (approx. 3,500) inviting them to 
participate 

 

 
2. Contact all MEPs, Oireachtas members and European Ambassadors 

encouraging them to engage with schools in their constituency and to 
make themselves available for school visits throughout the year 

 

 
3. Meeting of the Blue Star Steering Committee 

 
4. Finalise programme changes 

 
5. Agree format of collateral and material with all programme partners 
 

 
6. Organise an official launch of the programme with An Taoiseach, Enda 

Kenny TD;  Wŀƴ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ¢5Σ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛƭƭǎ and the 
Minister of State for European Affairs and Data Protection, Dara Murphy 
TD 
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7. Contact www.scoilnet.ie and www.seomraranga.com to advertise Blue 

Star Programme in their newsletter and on their website respectively 
 

8. /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ Lb¢hΩǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ Lƴ¢ƻǳŎƘΣ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ 
Star Programme 

 
9. Deal with school queries in relation to undertaking the programme and 

the workload involved 
 

10. Collate responses from schools and file all registration forms 
 

11. Register participating schools 
 

 
November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12. Organise a regional launch of the programme with Minister for European 

Affairs, Dara Murphy TD, in Cork 
 

13. Launch of the new Blue Star website (at Cork regional launch if possible) 
 

14. Send out Blue Star Action Plan template to all participating schools along 
ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ /urriculum Guide prepared in cooperation with previous 
Blue Star Champion Teachers 

 
15. Mail out resource packs with programme materials to all participating 

schools 
 

16. Provide in-house assistance to schools with the preparation of their 
action plans 

 
17. Update the FAQ section on the Blue Star website, developed with the 

help of Blue Star Champion Teachers, to provide assistance to new 
teachers 
 

Phase 2  

 
November 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18. Begin coordinating school visits with the office of the Minister for 

European Affairs, Oireachtas Members and European Ambassadors 
 

19. Provide hands-on support and advice to schools regarding engagement 
with local media 

 
20. Offer in-house assistance to schools starting their projects 

 

http://www.scoilnet.ie/
http://www.seomraranga.com/
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January/February 
2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21. Host in-service training day at the European Parliament Information 

Office for participating Blue Star teachers 
 

22. Schedule Steering Committee update session 
 

23. Provide on-going support to schools regarding visits of MEPs, Oireachtas 
Members and staff members of EM Ireland 

 

 
April 2015 

 
24. Issue final reminder/communications push re:  Europe Day on 9 May 

 

Phase 3  

 
May 2015 

 
25. Coordinate Europe Day/Europe Week Events. A national Blue Star Europe 

Day event will be organised along the lines of the hugely successful 
Handshake for Europe/Blue Star Art Exhibition that previously took place 
in the Mansion House with the Minister for European Affairs and the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin 

 
Final Report Submissions: 

26. Teachers are required to provide proof of the completion of the 
programme through photos, videos, voice recordings and also project 
work completed using online tools. 

 
27. Final Steering Committee meeting 

 
 

Phase 4  

 
June 2015 
 
 
July 2015 

 
28. Successful schools notified. EU Flag and Blue Star Certificate presentation 

ceremonies (to be attended by the Minister if possible or by a local 
politician/celebrity) 

 
29. Subject to confirmation of funding by EC Representation in Ireland, host 

study trip for teachers to Brussels to visit the European Commission, Irish 
Perm Rep and European Parliament (similar to previous three years) 
 

 
August 2015 

 
30. EM Ireland to write report of the fourth year of the programme, 

incorporating participants feedback and recommendations for the future 
of the project and report to Minister for European Affairs 

 
31. Presentation of report to Minister and the Department of the Taoiseach 
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Year 4 2014-2015 

Once schools had registered to participate in the fourth year of the programme, they were provided with 
a resource pack and resource materials from a variety of programme partners.  These included wall-charts 
and EU country guides to offer tips on the types of projects the pupils could undertake and to help guide 
the teachers in how best to facilitate the pupils.  In addition, all schools were supplied with EM IrelandΩǎ 
comprehensive Curriculum Guide, which was developed with the help of previous Blue Star participant 
teachers όƻǳǊ Ψ/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩύ and includes extensive advice and recommendations on all elements 
of the programme. 
 
Blue Star participants were also invited to visit the FAQ page on the bespoke new Blue Star Programme 
website which answers the most common question submitted by teachers.  Updated regularly, this serves 
as a useful source of information and advice for schools taking part in the programme: 
www.bluestarprogramme.ie/faq/.  
 
Throughout the year, teachers are required to ensure that the four pillars of the Programme, and the 
Europe Day activities, are carried out.  It was agreed that at the end of the school year all successful 
schools would be awarded an EU flag and two Blue Star certificates. 
 
As part of the Blue Star Programme, a large number of schools received official visits from the Minister of 
State for European Affairs and Data Protection and European Movement Ireland staff, as well as visits 
from European Ambassadors, MEPs, TDs, Senators and Councillors, which added to the excitement and 
success of the Blue Star Programme amongst participating schools. 

Bespoke Blue Star Website  

In September 2014, EM Ireland undertook the development of a new bespoke Blue Star Programme 
website.  Working with JamJo web designers, their brief was to create a clean, fresh site that would be 
easy and enjoyable to use and access by teachers and pupils alike. 
 
The new site, www.bluestarprogramme.ie, went live at the end of September and was officially launched 
by Minister Murphy at Gaelscoil Uí Drisceoil in Glanmire, Cork.  It has received very positive feedback from 
users.  It offers a centralised source of information for all Blue Star participants and allows schools to see 
what their peers are working on and be inspired and motivated by Blue Star activities, events and projects 
from around the country.  It also provides a means by which all participants can be easily updated on 
deadlines, registration dates, etc. by EM Ireland staff. 
 
The site continues to be updated on a regular basis, both with practical information and tips for 
participants and with news of success stories and media coverage of the programme occurring 
nationwide. 
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Implementation of the Programme  

Partnerships  

The Blue Star Programme was operated for a fourth year by European Movement Ireland on behalf of the 
Department of the Taoiseach and the Office of the Minister of State for European Affairs and Data 
Protection.  
 
The programme benefitted greatly from strong working relationships at all levels with the Department, 
the aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ, the European Commission Representation in Ireland, the European 
Parliament Information Office in Ireland and the Department of Education and Skills. 
 
The partnerships with all Blue Star Steering Committee members were vital when it came to preparing 
collateral and material for schools, as well as co-ordinating school visits, teacher training and award 
ceremonies.  The European Commission Representation continued to provide much of the educational 
material and collateral which was extremely important as source documentation and information for the 
participating schools. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Blue Star Steering Committee  

The Steering Committee that had been established in the pilot year of the programme was continued in 
the fourth year.  As in previous years, the Steering Committee decided the initial strategy of the Blue Star 
Programme, monitored its progress and offered counsel to EM Ireland in ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ 
implementation and delivery.  
 
The members of the Steering Committee included:  
Á members of staff from the private office of the Minister of State for European Affairs and Data 

Protection 
Á officials from the Department of the Taoiseach, EU Division  
Á officials from the European Commission Representation in Ireland 
Á officials from the European Parliament Information Office in Ireland 
Á an official from the Department of Education and Skills 
Á members of staff from European Movement Ireland  

 
The Steering Committee met formally twice over the course of the 2014-2015 programme in order to 
agree parameters, roll out strategy and secure buy-in to the project from stakeholders.  A number of 
informal bilateral ad hoc meetings were also convened as needs dictated.  In addition, EM Ireland 
continued to provide both the Minister and the Committee with regular updates and progress reports so 
ŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ 
successful delivery.   
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Expressions of Interest  

EM Ireland initiated the marketing and public awareness campaign of the Programme in September 2014.   
 
The fourth year of the programme was officially launched by the TaoiseachΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ and 
Minister Murphy on 1 October 2014 with pupils from Gardiner Street National School, Dublin.  The launch 
received excellent national and regional media coverage, including on RTÉ News 2Day. A concerted public 
relations campaign was put in place by the EM Ireland communications team around this launch and 
around the programme in general, using targeted press releases and various social media promotions to 
increase awareness of the programme. 
 
On the 11 November 2014, Minister Murphy visited Gaelscoil Uí Drisceoil in Glanmire, Cork to kick off the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ {ǘŀǊ tǊƻƎramme and to oŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ new website, 
www.bluestarprogramme.ie.      
 
As a consequence of this coordinated outreach, 175 schools officially registered to take part in the 2014-

2015 Blue Star Programme following the registration deadline. 

Resource Packs   

A designated information resource pack for teachers was developed by EM Ireland.  This was also 
accompanied by background material and collateral for pupils in order to help stimulate ideas and provide 
guidance on suitable projects. 
 
Again, we also provided participating teachers with a Curriculum Guide document which was created in 
conjunction with some of our Blue Star Champion Teachers.  The Curriculum Guide served as a very useful 
resource for participating teachers as it outlines ways in which the teachers can integrate the programme 
into their curriculum. 
 
All the above proved extremely useful in helping teachers gain a greater awareness and understanding of 
the programme, and the feedback from teachers in this regard was very positive. 

Training  Day  

The European Parliament Information Office hosted a teacher training day for participating teachers on 24 
January 2015.  Teachers were addressed by staff from EM Ireland, the European Commission 
Representation, the European Parliament Information Office and Mairead McGuinness MEP, Vice-
President of the European Parliament.  As in previous years, this day was much welcomed by the teachers 
involved, who found it to be a useful forum to share ideas, best practice and problem solving techniques.  
 
CǊƻƳ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ on-going flexibility and support the organisation 
receives from its partners must be commended as it enables EM Ireland to proceed with the successful 
delivery and management of this training, and all other elements of the Programme. 

European Parliament Citizenõs Prize 

Following a nomination in 2014 by Ireland South MEP, Mr. Sean Kelly, hundreds of Irish national school 
teachers who are involved in the Blue Star Programme were made joint Irish winners of the prestigious 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tǊƛȊŜΣ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмрΦ 
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 ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tǊƛȊŜ ƳŜŘŀƭ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ 
understanding and closer integration between citizens of the Member States, or day to day activities 
giving concrete expression to the values entailed in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union.  At EM Ireland we were proud and delighted that the 
programme received this level of recognition at an EU level. 
 
The Brussels award ceremony took place on the 25 February in 
the European Parliament.  EM IrelandΩǎ Executive Director, 
Noelle O Connell, represented the Blue Star Programme 
teachers ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ tǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
on all school visits in the future in an effort to showcase the 
medal to as many teachers and pupils as possible.  
 
The Irish award ceremony took place in Askeaton Senior 
School, Limerick on Wednesday, 4 February 2015 with MEP 
Seán Kelly visiting the school.  The school were presented with 
a certificate to mark the occasion. 
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Blue Star Programme  

Programme Content  

The Blue Star Programme is composed of four key modules: 
 
1. Historical 
 
2. Geographical 
 
3. Cultural and Creative 
 
4. Institutional  
  
When researching their projects, pupils were encouraged to use all means of technology available to 
them, including online resources.  Many projects were presented using interactive tools such as Power 
Point, video clips, audio clips, blogging sites and school websites.  The use of technology amongst the 
different schools was extremely impressive and brought the goals of the programme to life in a 
technological sense.  At the start of 2014, four Irish primary schools participating in the Blue Star 
Programme were nominated for eircom Junior Spider Awards for their outstanding achievements online. 
We are pleased that the high level of engagement of pupils with online resources, and the creativity 
demonstrated when using these tools, continued in 2014-2015. 
 
For the 2014-2015 programme, teachers were asked to give special attention to the theme of the 
European Year of Development. 
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1. Historical  

For this module, pupils picked an event or person pivotal to European history and completed a project on 
this topic.  Projects focused on a range of areas including World War II, the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Anne Frank, and the EUΩǎ Founding fathers, amongst others.  Pupils were able to select 
and focus on a historical theme appropriate to their age and class.  In this way, the programme afforded 
teachers the necessary flexibility to adopt the programme to suit their particular class need. 

 
Students with historical projects from Balla NS, Mayo (above)  

and War of Independence Medals from Banteer NS, Cork (below) 
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2. Geographical  

 
For the geographical section of the programme, pupils prepared a short project on an individual EU 
country.  Elements included describing or illustrating the chosen ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƭŀƎ and providing information 
ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ capital city, population, language, what it is famous for and its similarities and 
differences to Ireland.    
 
This section of the programme was one of the most successful aspects.  Pupils from outside Ireland were 
encouraged to share their knowledge of their home countries with classmates which helped integrate 
non-Irish pupils amongst the school population in addition to increasing awareness and knowledge of 
different nationalities and cultures amongst all participating schools.  In addition, parents were often 
invited to present to the different classes.  This in turn helped to extend the programme to something 
beyond an abstract concept in the classroom and involved the wider community in the process.  

 
Flags of Europe from Clohanbeg NS, Clare and a geographical project on Germany from Kilglass NS, Galway (above) 

Geographical projects from Kinaffe NS, Mayo and Scoil an Duinnigh, Dublin (below) 
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3. Cultural and Creative  
 
In this module, pupils explored the places, food and art of Europe.  Pupils experienced food from different 
European countries, for example, or developed a play, dance or song about the different peoples and 
countries of Europe.  This module led to some interesting and high quality submissions ranging from 
renditions of Ode to Joy, national costume design work and even some interesting takes on European Art!  

�'���Œ���]�v���Œ���^�š�Œ�����š���E�^�U�����µ���o�]�v���‰�Œ�}���µ�����������Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç�����Œ�����š�]�À�����u�}�����o���}�(���>�}�v���}�v�[�•���d�µ���� (above)! 
 

Again, in relation to this module, feedback from teachers 
and principals was very positive.  It was felt that the 
Cultural and Creative section of the programme was a 
great way to include the whole school in the Blue Star 
Programme and also provided an opportunity for non-
Irish pupils to showcase their own cultures.   
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ 
the wider community as parents were invited to assist 
their children in putting together their projects and 
contributing in any other way they felt would be 

interesting and beneficial for the Blue Star participants. 
 

 

 

A pupil from St Maelruains, Dublin demonstrates his musical 
skills (left) and parents and pupils admire a cultural project in 
Scoil Lua Naofa, Tipperary (above left)














































