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Executive Summary 0 Year 4 2014-2015

In its role as National Implementation Body for the Blue Star Programunep&n Movement Ireland is
pleased to have the opportunity to submit this repoeviewing thefourth year of theprogramme This
report has anumber of different goals and objectives, namely:

A To providea full review of thefourth year of theBlue Star Progmme to the Department ahe
Taoiseacland other stakeholders

To autline the learning objectives and journey pattf the different schools and pupiisvolved
To analys¢he achievements and outcoes of thefourth yearof the programme

To document redia coverage of therpgramme

> > > >

To offer olservations and recommendatioier the programme going forward

The pogrammebenefitted greatly fromstrong working relationshipat all levels with the Departmeraf
the Taoiseachthe office of the Minister of State for European Affairs and Data Protedtieri.uropean
Commission Representation in Irelande European Parliamémnformation Office irlreland and the
Department of Education and Skills.

The idea of théBlue StaProgrammads simple to foster better understanding and knowledge of the
European Union and how it affects our lives amongst Irish prisergolpupils Thisis achievedhrough
a series otlassroormbasedprojects activitiesand tasks centred arounal number of different themes
and concepts, culminating in specific events to mark Europe Daypdaroundd Mayeach year

Over the course ahe 20142015 school yeathe Blue Star Programme introduced participants (pupils,
teachers, parents and th@ider community to the EU, what it means and Wwat works including an
overview of its differentyr & G A G dzii & &gggedation o SaQ thayegr on yearthe programme
succeedin fostering a song sense of citizenship and knowledge of Eurap®ngits participants- be it a
small rural 20 pupilschool inWestmeathor a 600 pupil school in Wildkwv - and that thissense of

Wo St 2afdikhovBdyextends far beyond the school walls into the widkecalcommuniies

The2014-2015BIlue Star Programme sali’5 schools registeto participate in the pogrammeover the
course of the registration periodAt the time of submitting this report to the DepartmeriQ8schools
have successfully completed theoggramme, andeach hadeen awarded two Blue Staertificates and
anEU flagfollowing approval fronthe programme Steering Committe@Ve expectanumber of
additional reports to be submitted in September 20Based on average pupil numbers across the
different participatingschools we estimate thagpprox.15,000pupils fromacrosdreland participated in
the programmein Yead. EuropearMovement Irelands delighted to have been therganisation
managinghe fourth year of thisprogrammeandis proudto have witnessed therogrammecontinue to
go from strength to strengthEM welcomethe opportunity to continue driving andedeloping the
potential of the pogramme even further into the future.

Mf}@w

Noelle O Connell
Executive Director
August 2015
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Background to Programme

Initial Concept

At the heart ofthe Blue StalProgrammadsthe goal of informing/oung Irish people about Europend
rSt I yRQa Sy 3l 3S YHe jdéeof thelplodtaméneabdlid fiodfer better understanding and
knowledge of the European Uni@mongst Irish primargchoolpupilsthrough classroom projects and
activities. Theprogramme aims tdelplessenthe information and communications deficit that exists in
Europearaffairsamongst this key demographicireland

The Bue Star Programme askshools, teachers and pupits focus on four key areasf EU knowledge
Historical

Geographial

Cultural and Creative

Institutional

PR

In addition schools are required to stage an event or series of events to celebrate Eurojppsm Ddyay

There is usually also a civic society element that acts as an overarching theme for the work of the pupils.
In 20122013 this was the Irish Presidency of the Council of the EU, inZllBit was the European
Parliament elections and this year, 202@15, it was the European Year of Development.

Timeline

Thelevel of interest and succefise programme has enjoyed in previous yeazembined with the
positive feedback receiveddm pupils, teachers and the@yramme partners, led to a national
continuation of theprogramme in autumn 2014EM Irelandwvas delighted to oncagainact asthe Blue
Star National Implementation Body for the 202@15 academic yedollowing public tender.

Work began in Septembe024, when the Steering Committee wesconvened composed of theew
Minister of State for European Affaiasid Data ProtectioyDara Murphy TPand officials fromthe
Department of the Taoiseacthe European Commission Representation in Ireland, the European
Parliament Information Office in Dublin and the Department of Education and SkikssCommittee
agreed and signed off on targets, the implementation process and marketing plan. Sep&oidheaw
EM Ireland reach out tevery primary school in the Republic of Irelgagprox 3500 school$, inviting
them to register and participate in therogramme. We also sent bespoke invitations to all solsthat
had participated in Year 1, 2 oo8the programme, inviting them tdake partagain.

In order tocontinue to grow thenumber ofregisteredschools, all MEPs and Oireachtas members were
asked to nominate schools in their constituencies to participate and these schoolsheerergeted
with bespoke invitations.

In addition to thisprimary school resource websites, suchnasw.scoilnet.ieandwww.seomraranga.com
were leveraged to increase th&N@ 3 NI Y'Y S QA5 in Y&e®3 Rilfsigrifidgantly increased awareness
and promoted the programme among the specific target market

European Movement Ireland 5
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scoilnet

Blue Star Programme

Calling all Primary School Teachers!

How does it work?

Te

« The foundation and development of the European Union

A concerted public relations campaign was again put in @aocational, regional and local levakound
the launch of thefourth year of the pogramme using targeted press releases and various social media
promotions to incease awareness

For the first timeln Tout,thet NA Y I NB ¢ S| Qéo%eiddtbie Biié Sar PrdgidrBme in a half
page spread and marteachers contacted the office as a result of this.

EMIrelanddivided the work programméor Year 4nto a number of different phases and grouped the
work activities in this regard in order to maximise and plan around the sgie@otalendar. The below
draft timetablewas based on our experience ovyaneviousyearsof successfully running theogramme

Draft Timetable of Activities and Deadlines

Phase 1 Action
September and 1. Work with the Department of Education ar8kills to communicate with
October 2014 all primary schools in the statafprox. 3,50pinviting them to

participate

2. Contact all MEPs, Oireachtas members and European Ambassadors
encouraging them to engage with schools in their constituency and tg
make themselveavailable for school visits throughout the year

3. Meeting of theBlue Star SteerinGommittee
4. Finalisgprogramme changes

5. Agree format of collateral and material with all programme partners

6. Organise an official launch of the programmwith AnTaoiseach, Enda
KennyTD WIF'y h Q{ dzf t Al Yy ¢53 aAafidthed S
Minister of State for European Affaiasid Data ProtectionDara Murphy
TD
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7. Contactwww.scoilnet.ieandwww.seomraranga.corto advertise Blue
StarProgramme in their newsletter and on their website respectively
8. /2yl Ol GKS Lb¢hQa YIFIFTAYSI Ly
Star Programme
9. Deal with school querigs relation to undertaking the mgramme and
the workload involved
10. Collate responses from schools and file all registration forms
11. Regiser participating schools
November 12. Organise a regional launch of the programwigh Minister for European
Affairs, Dara Murphy T,In Cork
13. Launch of the new Blue Star website (at Cork regional launch if poss
14. Send ouBlue Staiction Plartemplateto all participatirg schools along
g AGK ¢ Surridu® SldEprepared incooperation with previous
Blue Star ChampioFfeachers
15. Mail out resource packs with programme materials to all participating
schools
16. Provide inhouse assistance to schoalih the preparation of their
action plans
17. Update the FAQ section on the Blue Stabsite, developed with the
help of Blue Star Champion Teachers, to provide assistance to new
teachers
Phase 2
November 18. Begin coordinating school visits with the office of the Minister fo

19.

20.

European Affairs, Oireachtddembers and Europeadmbassadors

Provide landson support and advice to schools regarding engagemet
with local media

Offer n-house assistance to schools starting their projects

European Movement Ireland 7
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January/February
2015

21.

22.

23.

Host inservice training day at the European Parliamieibrmation
Office for paticipating Blue Star teachers

ScheduleSteeringCommitteeupdate session

Provide m-going support to schools regarding visits of MEPs, Oireacl
Members and staff members of EM Ireland

April 2015

24.

Issue final eminder/communicationgpush re: Europe Day on\day

Phase 3

May 2015

25.

Final Report Submissions:
26.

27.

CoordinateEurope Day/Europe Wedkvents A national Blue Star Europ
Day event will be organised along the lines of the hugely successful
Handshake foEurope/Blue Star Art Exhibitidhat previouslytook place
in the Mansion House with the Minister for European Affairs and the
Mayor of Dublin

Teachers are required forovideproof of the completion of the
programme through photos, videos, voice recogfirand also project
work completed using online tools.

FinalSeering Committeemeeting

Phase 4

June 2015

July 2015

28.

29.

Successful schools notifiddU Flag and Blue Star Céctite presentation
ceremoniestp be attended by the Minister if possibte by a local
politician/celebrity)

Subject to confirmation of funding by EC Representation in Irelzost,
study trip for teachers to Brussels to visit the European Commission,
Perm Rep and European Parliameritr{gar to previous three yea)s

August 2015

30.

31.

EMIreland to write report of the fourttyear of the pogramme,
incorporating participants feedback and recommendations for the futy
of the project and report to Minister for European Affairs

Presentation of@port to Ministerand theDepartment of the Taoiseach

8 European Movement Ireland
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Year 4 2014-2015

Once schools had registergal participate in thefourth year of theprogramme they were provided with
a resource pack and resource materials from a variefyrojramme partners These includedvall-charts
and EU country guides to offer tips the types oprojects the pupils could undertake and to hejpide
the teachers in how best to facilitate the pupils addition,all schools were supplied wittM Ireland a
comprehensiveCurriculum @ide, whichwas developed with the help of previous Blue Starticipant
teachersd 2 dzNJ W/ K | Y LJangigcludeSdxtenki lddvicemnecommendationn all elements
of the programme.

Blue Star participants were also invited to visit the FAQ jpagihe bespoke new Blue Star Programme
websitewhich answers the most common questisnbmitted byteachers. Updated regularly,hisserves
as a useful source of informati@nd advicdor schools taking part in the programme
www.bluestarprogramme.ie/fg/.

Throughout the yeartteachersare requiredto ensurethat the four pillars othe Programmeand the
Europe Day activitiesre carried out I was agreed that at the end of the school year all successful
schools would be awded an EU flag ansvo Blue Star certificate

As part of theBlue StalProgramme, a large nuneb of schools received officiaisits from the Minister of
State for European Affaiend Data Protectioand European Movement Ireland staff, as well as visits
from EuropearAmbassadors, MEPEDs, Senators and Councillors, which added to the excitement and
succes®f the Blue StaProgramme amonggiarticipating schools.

Bespoke Blue Star Website

In September 2014, EM Ireland undertook the development of a new bespoke Blue Star Programme
website. Working with JamJo web designers, their brief was to create a clean, fresh site that would be
easy and enjoyable to use and access by teachers and plikés

The new site, www.bluestarprogramme.ie, went live at the en8eptember and was officially launched
by Minister Murphy at Gaelscoil Ui Drisceoil in Glanmire, bhasreceived very positive feedback from
users It offers a centralised soae of information for all Blue Star participants and allows schools to see
what their peers are working on and be inspired and motivate8log Star activities, events and projects
from around the country.lt also provides a means by which all particiggazan be easily updated on
deadlines, registration dates, etc. by EM Ireland staff.

The site continues to be updated on a regular basis, both with practical information and tips for
participants and with news of success stories and media covefaie programmeoccurring
nationwide.

European Movement Ireland 9
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Implementation of the Programme

Partnerships

The Blue Star Programme was operateda fourth yearby European Movement Ireland on behalf of the
Department ofthe Taoiseach and the Office of the Minister of StlmleEuropean Affairand Data
Protection

The pogramme benefitted greatly froratrong working relationshgpat all levels with the Department,
thea A Y A & ( S NI &, theBFogehniCEMnasSidh Répsentation in Ire)éne European
Parliament Information Office ilteland and the Department of Education and Skills.

The partnershipswith all Blue Star Steering Committee membwexe vital when it came to preparing
collateral and material for schoglas well as cordinating school visitsteacher trainingand award
ceremonies. The European Commission Representatintinued to provide muclof the educational
material and collateral which was extremely important as source documentation and information for the
participating schools.

¥
Department of the Taoiseach / »/’“L @ 0 EUROPEAN
Roinn an Taoisigh x N Em MOVEMENT
e ~- . P?IRELAND

SUIopso Commission EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
e

Blue Star Steering Committee

The Steering Committee that had been established in the pilot year girtiggamme was continued in

the fourth year. As in previous yearshé Steering Committee decided the initial strategy of the Blue Star
Programme, monitored its progress and offered counsel to EM IreladdirS t N2 A NJ YYSQa
implementation and delivery.

The members of the Steering Committee included:
A members of staff fronthe private office of the Minister of State for European Affaingl Data
Protection
officials from the Department of the Taoisea&t) Ovision
officials from the European Commission Representation in Ireland
officials from the European Parliament Infeation Office in Ireland
an official from the Department of Education and Skills
members of staffrom European Movement Ireland

I I I I >

The Steering Committee met formatiyice over the course of the 2012015 programmen order to

agree parameters, roll out strategy and secure{uyo the project from stakeholders. A number of

informal bilateral ad hoc meetings were also convened as needs dictateatidition, EM Ireland

continued to provide both the Minister anth¢ Committee with regular updates and progress reports so

Fa (2 SyadNB (GKF{G GKS 2NAEFyAalGA2y NBYFAYSR NHzS
successful delivery.
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Expressions of Interest
EMIreland initiatedthe marketing and publiawareness campaign tfe Rogrammein Septembe2014.

Thefourth year of the programme was officially launched by the TaocisBacta A Y A & (G S h Q{ dzf t A
Minister Murphy on 1 October 2014 with pupils from Gardiner Street National School, Diitsitaunch
receivedexcellent national and regional mediaverage including on RTE News 2DAyconcerted public

relations campaign was put in plabg the EM Ireland communications teaaround this launch and

around the programme in general, using targefgéss releases and various social media promotions to
increase awareness of the programme.

On thell November 2014Minister Murphyvisited Gaelscoil Ui Drisceoil in Glanmire, Cork to kick off the
a0K22ft Qa LJ NI A OA Llrainkheayid tda/T &SI f. tf &zSt { dpieBvebdi@S3 LINE 3
www.bluestarprogramme.ie.

As a consequence of this coordinated outreach, k&hools officially registered to take part ithe 2014
2015 Blue StaProgramme followingthe registrationdeadline

Resource Packs

A designated information resource pack for teachers was develbpdeM Ireland. Thisas also
accompanied by background material and collateral for pupils in order to help stimulate ideas and provide
guidance on suitable projects

Again,we alsoprovided participatingeacherswith a Curriculum Guidelocumentwhich was created in
conjunction with some of our Blue Star Champion TeachE&hg Curriculum Guidgerved as a very useful
resource for participating teachers as it outlines ways in whiehtéachers can integrate the programme
into their curriculum

All theaboveproved extremely useful in helping teachers gain a greater awareness and umdingtaf
the programme and the feedback fromeiachersn this regardvas very positive

Training Day

TheEuropean Parliament Information Office hosted a teacher traidiangfor participating teachersnd24
January 2015Teachers were addressed by staff from EM Ireland, the European Commission
Representation, the European Parliament Information Office and Mairead McGuinness MEP, Vice
President of the European Parliamers in previous years, this day was much welcomethb teachers
involved, who found it to be a useful forum to share ideas, best practice and problem solving techniques.

CNRBY 9dzNRBLISIY a?2@SYSy longomBfiexibijtyRaQdisuppd®t M# drgdrisatibrd S = K ¢
receivesfrom its partners must & commended as it enatd&M Ireland to proceed with the successful
delivery and management of itraining, and all other elements of tifrogramme.

European Parliament Citizends Prize

Following a nomination in 2014 by Ireland South MEW, Sean Kellyhundreds of Irish national school
teachers who are involved in the Blue Star Programme were made joint Irish winpers of the prestigioqs
9dzNBLISFY tFNIAFYSyidQa 9daNRLISFY [/ AGAT SyQa t NRARIT S=Z
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¢KS /AGATSyQa tNATS YSRIE Aa IAGSY Ay NBO23aAyAilAZ
understanding and closer integration between citizens of the Member States, or day to day activities

giving concrete expression to the uak entailedn the Charter of Fundamentald®ts of the European

Union. At EM Ireland we were proud and delighted that the
programme received this level of recognition at an EU level,

The Brussels award ceremony took place on the 25uaepiin
the European Parliaent. EM Ireland Bxecutive Director,
Noelle OConnell represented theBlue StaProgramme

teacher2 Yy (G KS RI&@d ¢KS 9dzNBLISI
on all school visits in the future in an effort to showcase the [
medal to as many teachers and ppas possible. =

The Irish award ceremony took place in Askeaton Senior
School, Limerick on Wednesday, 4 February 2015 with MEF
Sean Kelly visiting the schodihe school were presented wit
a certificate to mark the occasion.

12 European Movement Ireland
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Blue Star Programme

Programme Content

The Blue Star Programnig composed of four key modutes

1. Historical

2. Geographical

3. Cultural and Creative
4, Institutional

When researching their projects, pupils were encouraged to use all means of technology available to
them, including online resourcedMany projects were presented using interactive tools such as Power
Point, video clips, audio clipslogging siteand school websitesThe use of technologgmongst the

different schoolavas extremely impressivend brought the goals of therpgramme to life in a

technological senseAt the start of 2014,dur Irish primary schools participating in the Blue Star
Programme were nominated for eircom Junior Spider Awards for their outstanding achievements online
We are pleased that the high level of engagement of pupils with online resources, and the creativity
demonstrated when using these tools, continued in 2@D45.

For the 20142015 programme, teachers were asked to give special attention to the theme of the
European Year of Development.

P — g e

o e Neor, . St Tolas National Schoo)

&y emwzm o

Blue Star Programme e S o r

* X

Blue Star g
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1. Historical

For thismodule, pupils picked an event or person pivotal to European history and completed a project on
this topic Projects focused on a rangeaséas includingVorld Warll, the fallof the Berlin Wall,

Leonardo da Vinci, Anne Fraakdthe EUQ Bounding fathersamongstothers. Pupils were able tselect

and focus on a historical theme appropriate to their age and clesthis way, he programme afforded
teachers the necessary flexibility to adopt thegramme to suit their particular claseed

Students with Istorical projectsrom Balla NS, Mayo (above)
andWar of Independence Medals from Banteer NS, Cork (below)

14 European Movement Ireland
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2. Geographical

For the geographicasectionof the programme pupils prepared a short project on an individual EU
country. Elements included describing or illustrating choserO 2 dzy” (i N@hdgoviding InfArmation
2y OKI G capitaldayy (pdfll&ian, language, what it is famous for and its similarities and
differences to Ireland.

This section of therogramme was one of the most successful aspeBigils from outside Ireland were
encouraged to share their knowledgetbkir home countries with classmategich helped integrate
non-lrish pupils amongst the school population in addition to increasing awareness and knowledge of
different nationalities and cultures amongst all participating scholiisaddition, parentsvere often

invited to gresent to the different classes. This in timelpedto extend theprogramme to something
beyondan abstracttonceptin the classrom and involved the wider community in the process.

Flags of Europe from Clohanbeg NS, Clareaayabgraphical project on Germanyin Kilglass NS, Galway (above)
Geographicaprojectsfrom Kinaffe NS, Mayo and Scoil an Duinnigh, D(bé&ow)

European Movement Ireland 5
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3. Cultural and Creative

In this module, pupils explored the places, food and art of Europe. Rupisienced food from different
European countriesfor example, odeveloped a play, dance or song about the different peoples and
countries of EuropeThis modulded to some interesting and high quajlisubmissions ranging from
renditions ofOde to Joynational costume design wodndevensome interesting takes on European Art!

"E® Jv E "SE S EMU p o]V %eE} M Z]PZoC (aBove]A u} o }( >}v }v|

Again in relation to this module,dedback fronteachers
and principals was very positive. It was felt that the
Qultural andCreativesection of the pogramme was a
great way to include the whole school in the Blue Star
Programme and also provided an opportunity for non
Irish pupils to showcase their own culés.

2 KFGQa Y2NBX GKAAa LI NI 2F GKS
the wider community as parents were invited to assist

their children in putting together their projects and
contributing in any other way they felt would be
interesting and beneficial for thBlue Star participants.

A pupil from St Maelruains, Dublin demonstrates his musical
skills(left) and parents and pupils admigecultural project in
Scoil Lua Naofa, Tipperary (above left)
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