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CG-statement on behalf of the EU member countries by Mr. Rolf Bergman, Ambassador of Sweden – short version.
The challenge and responsibility of being a middle income country.

Introduction 

On behalf of the European Union I will talk about development,  

about inclusion, and how to remain on the path of development.

Vietnam’s recent progress is impressive!  Vietnam is today the world leader in terms of meeting the Millennium Development Goals, has recently ratified the UN Convention against Corruption and Vietnam seems to have coped with the financial crisis better than most. 
All of this is good  and we believe that Vietnam is in a position to do even better! 
On behalf of the European Union I wish to convey our conviction that sustainable development requires an enabling climate for a more open public debate, where freedom of expression can be exercised without fear and by all social actors and individuals.
 A major challenge for Vietnam, and in fact for all of us in the international community, in the coming years is Climate Change. 
The EU, wants to congratulate Government of Vietnam’s rapid response to this challenge, exemplified by the National Target Programme. 
As the time of the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) rapidly approaches, the development partners welcome the Government of Vietnam’s representation at the highest level. As a country that stands to be severely affected by climate change, partners call on the Government of Vietnam to speak up to ensure an ambitious and equitable deal. The people of Vietnam deserve no less!
Another major challenge is the financial crisis. The  economic downturn has highlighted the need for an inclusive social protection system, but also the importance of paying specific attention to vulnerable groups such as poor people, ethnic minorities and women and to undertake the structural reforms required to reduce their vulnerability. Vietnam should ensure that the economic growth benefits all parts of society!
The third and final major challenge is corruption. 
Corruption affects everyone and the highest price is paid by the poorest. This we know for a fact. Corruption is also a considerable obstacle to foreign investment and hampers Government policies, for instance designed to tackle climate change and economic instability. 
The EU is highly aware of the difficulties in breaking the evil chain of corruption and we appreciate the steps taken this far. Time has now come to create an inclusive environment since no government can combat corruption on its own. The Government of Vietnam has to allow media to scrutinize the power. The NGOs should be encouraged – not discouraged – to act as watchdogs. Public access to information should now  become a reality. We are therefore concerned, as others, about reports that access to Facebook is being restricted and we urge you to lift all restrictions on the Internet. And the role of a free and independent mass media is crucial. Let the journalists help you.  Let the lawyers speak without fear. Let researchers and entrepreneurs act freely and independently . This is a fundament of a democratic society and of utmost importance, not least for Vietnam’s ambition to become an industrialized country by 2020. 
We urge you to put the great potential of the whole of Vietnam society in use. A free and vibrant society can be your best friend. 
The EU stands ready to assist you and share our experiences with you. The EU believes that Vietnam is ready to take the next step and assume the responsibilities of a Middle Income Country. We wish for a society characterized by openness where different views and ideas are allowed. We wish for Vietnam to allow an open debate about the future development of the country.  The EU reconfirms our support for your efforts and will jointly try to assist you in the struggle for continued poverty alleviation,  mitigating and adapting to climate change, fighting corruption and broadening the space for public debate. In addition we reconfirm our support to the process of aid effectiveness. We hope for many years of friendship and openness, sharing both successes and challenges of the future!
